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An Advanced Placement (AP) course is a first-year college course with a national
curriculum and a national test attached.
Every AP teacher must attend AP training on the national curriculum which
purposely gets students ready to take the AP end-of-course test.
We believe, as per the Advanced Placement course design, that the AP test IS an
integral part of taking an AP course.
The District’s understanding of how all students perform in the 1st year college
AP course is very important information for the student, parents and the district
to have in order to gauge effectiveness and future college success.
AP Course weighting takes into account the fact that each student opted to take
AP courses because of the rigor imbedded in the national curriculum and the
end of course test.
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The fact that 30% of Haddonfield students do not take the AP test but receive
full AP course weighting for taking a first-year college course is overall unfair.
With the AP weighting in Haddonfield being 12 ‘extra’ weighted points added
to the GPA and the accelerated courses in Haddonfield being weighted at 8
‘extra’ points, the BOE is changing the AP course weighting to 10-points with a
2-point bonus for taking the test as per the College Board design. The 4-point
interval between advanced course weight and AP course weight is too great. It
was placed there to increase student GPA’s to make our students more
attractive to colleges but colleges can’t understand the myriad of course
weighting systems in all US high schools and basically don’t really look at GPA.
They look heavily at courses taken and the grades received in those courses
THEN convert those grades into their own grading system for comparison
purposes.
If we, as a district, are serious about future academic success for our collegebound students & the future of our prestigious high school program then we as
a district must insure academic integrity of all courses in the course catalogue.
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Registration
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Point –
According to
the College
Board, AP test
taking is a part
of AP course
taking.
When a parent sees that their Child is taking an AP course they must immediately see a fee attached to that course when they
approve it because the test and the course go hand in hand.

When did taking
an AP course but
creating the
option of taking
the AP test
attached to that
course come into
play?

1. There is a cost ($94) involved in making something ‘mandatory’ like the AP end-ofcourse test. The college board offers a $37 subsidy for low income students.
2. Educators resorted to “encouraging” students to take the end-of-course AP test.
3. There is a belief that some students ‘try’ AP courses and simply don’t want to take
the test.
4. There is a belief that some students will get too stressed taking the AP test.
5. There is the excuse that ‘the college my child is attending doesn't award college
credit’ for passing the test.
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The point of this 2018 article is below: A low SES urban school
district is requiring all students who take AP courses to sit for
the test and they are paying for them to do so.
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Answer is absolutely not!
Is Haddonfield
Requiring All
Students to
take the AP
End-of Course
Test as per
Policy 5432?

4. Unweighted numeric grades shall be reported on a student’s report card and/or
transcripts. In recognition of the rigor of studies in higher levels of courses provided by the
district, the numeric grades shall be weighted when calculating GPA’s only. For
unweighted courses, the final grade IS the grade for that course. For students who are
taking accelerated courses, 8 (eight) points are added to the final grade. Beginning with
the 2020-21 school year and thereafter, students taking Advanced Placement (AP) courses
without taking the AP exam, 10 (ten) points are added to their final grade when calculating
GPA’s. Finally, again starting in 2020-21, students who take AP courses with the AP exam,
12 (twelve) points are added to their final grade. Weights are only added when calculating
the GPA.

However, the District is encouraging AP test taking be tied to AP
course-taking. In addition, we believe the weight assigned to AP
courses is inaccurate artificially inflating grades. We are proposing that
AP courses are weighted higher than an advanced course with 10 point
additional weight with the weighting moving to 12 if the child and
parent decide they want to take the AP test attached to the course.

What is the
Haddonfield
BOE
Proposing in
Policy 5432?

“Unweighted numeric grades shall be reported on a student’s report card and/or
transcripts. In recognition of the rigor of studies in higher levels of courses
provided by the district, the numeric grades shall be weighted when calculating
GPA’s only. For unweighted courses, the final grade IS the grade for that course.
For students who are taking accelerated courses, 8 (eight) points are added to
the final grade. Beginning with the 2020-21 school year and thereafter, students
taking Advanced Placement (AP) courses without taking the AP exam, 10 (ten)
points are added to their final grade when calculating GPA’s. Finally, again
starting in 2020-21, students who take AP courses with the AP exam, 12 (twelve)
points are added to their final grade. Weights are only added when calculating
the GPA.”
Haddonfield History
1. About 2010, a Haddonfield BOE ended the bonus point system of weighting the
credit and moved to a system of weighting the actual grade earned. So now if you
get a 93 as a final AP grade the weighting shows as a 105. Hence 12 points were
added.
2. Today in 2020, the BOE and administrative team see an need to adjust the 4-point
AP jump because it’s too great a jump from the 8-point addition one gets for
taking an advanced course.
3. This policy adjusts an AP course to 10-point weighting with a 2-point additional
weight for those students who show fidelity to the AP program by taking the test
attached to the course.
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CLASS RANK: Episcopal Academy does not provide a class rank.
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ADVANCEMENT PLACEMENT PROGRAM: Enrollment in AP
and Honors courses at Episcopal Academy requires the
approval of the academic department. This curriculum guide
provides prerequisites for each course. The faculty may
recommend that a student drop down a course level if it
becomes clear that the placement is inappropriate.
Carefully developed in cooperation with The College Board, AP
courses are subject to an auditing process to ensure that
curricular requirements are satisfied. This process has been
successfully completed for all Advanced Placement courses
offered at EA. Students enrolled in an AP course are required
to sit for the corresponding AP examination in May. AP
exams are scheduled nationally, generally occurring during the
first two weeks of May for all enrolled students. Students who
complete AP courses and achieve a high passing score on the
exam may obtain college credit and/or advanced standing.
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➢ Advanced Placement at Villa Maria Academy: Twenty-four wide ranging Advanced
Placement courses are offered to qualified students who experience college level classes
and potentially earn college credits while still in secondary school. Those students
wishing to roster for these classes must obtain the specific department approval
having demonstrated motivation and previous academic achievement and must be
ready to take responsibility for extensive reading and writing assignments as
independent study. All students enrolled in an Advanced Placement course are
required to pay for and take the advanced placement examination in May. Nightly
independent workload for Advanced Placement courses may vary between subject
areas. In general, students should expect significant independent weekly work per
Advanced Placement course. In order to meet the Advanced Placement timetable,
students may be required to complete summer work, although requirements may vary
by course. Any student scheduled for an Advanced Placement course must sign a
contract (requiring parent signature) and commit to that course for the remainder of the
following school year. There will be no exceptions. Students who are considering a roster
of more than three Advanced Placement courses should be very clear on the time
necessary to meet the demands of these rigorous courses and must seek Counselor
approval.
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Glenn Rock High School

Mountain Lake High School
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If a student doesn't opt to take the AP exam, they have to take a teacher made final
mirrored after the AP exam.

Newport News Public Schools – Virginia
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Shelby County Public School - Alabama
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Oregon
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Michigan

What if
someone
wants to take
an AP test in
Haddonfield
and doesn't
have the
money?

Haddonfield schools will pay for any students wanting to
gain full AP credit by taking the AP test who are on free and
reduced lunch. In fact, we do this today.
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Haddonfield
AP Facts –
2019 spring

•

Haddonfield had 255 AP students in our HS up from 217 in 2018.

•

Accordingly, our students took 487 AP tests in 2019 up from 468 in 2018.

•

Haddonfield grew 21% in the number of AP exams our students took from 2016 to 2019.

•

We grew 26% in the number of students taking AP exams between 2016 and 2019.

•

And we grew 22% in the number of students scoring a 3 or above in the AP exams between 2016 and 2019.

•

13 of the 25 AP courses we teach in Haddonfield had over 80% of the students who took those courses sit for the AP
test and the vast majority of them passed with a 3 or above.

•

12 of the AP courses we teach we were somewhat below the 80% mark.

•

AP Computer Science, only 46% of the students taking the class took the test

•

AP English Language course only 63% of the students taking the course took the test (86% pass rate);

•

English Literature, 69% took the test (all passed);

•

AP German, 71% took the test (14 out of 15 passed);

•

Human Geography, 50% of the students taking the course took the test (only 75% passed);

•

AP Statistics, 62% of the students taking the course took the test (75% passed);

•

US Government and Politics we had 74% of the students in the class take the test (74% passed)

•

Environmental Science were only 42% of the 100 students taking the course took the test (78% of those students
passed

Haddonfield Memorial HS AP Testing Summary 2019
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•

Haddonfield grew 21% in the number of AP exams our students took from 2016 to 2019.

•

We grew 26% in the number of students taking AP exams between 2016 and 2019.

•

And we grew 22% in the number of students scoring a 3 or above in the AP exams between 2016 and 2019.

•

13 of the 25 AP courses we teach in Haddonfield had over 80% of the students who took those courses sit for
the AP test and the vast majority of them passed with a 3 or above.

•

In 2019, 697 students took AP courses

•

In 2019, 487 of those 697 took AP tests attached to the course so 30% of the student taking AP courses in
Haddonfield do not sit for the AP test attached to that course.

•

Of the 487 students who took AP tests in Haddonfield in 2019, 88% of them or about 428 test takers passed
the AP text in their subject.

•

But about 30% of the Haddonfield students taking AP courses don’t take the test attached to the
course.
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SCHOOL

CITY

STATE

RANKING

Radnor

PA

53

Downingtown STEM Academy

Downingtown

PA

9

Staten Island Technical High School

Staten Island

NY

10

Brooklyn Latin School

Brooklyn

NY

11

Townsend Harris High School

Flushing

NY

14

Bronx High School of Science

Bronx

NY

17

Stuyvesant High School

New York

NY

20

Brooklyn Technical High School

Brooklyn

NY

22

Hackensack

NJ

12

Bergen County Technical High School

Teterboro

NJ

18

Dr. Ronald E. McNair Academic High School

Jersey City

NJ

21

Elizabeth High School

Elizabeth

NJ

32

Caesar Rodney High School

Camden

DE

89

Radnor High School

Bergen County Academics
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An Advanced Placement (AP) course is a first-year college course with a national
curriculum and a national test attached.
Every AP teacher must attend AP training on the national curriculum which
purposely gets students ready to take the AP end-of-course test.
We believe, as per the Advanced Placement course design, that the AP test IS an
integral part of taking an AP course.
The District’s understanding of how all students perform in the 1st year college
AP course is very important information for the student, parents and the district
to have in order to gauge effectiveness and future college success.
AP Course weighting takes into account the fact that each student opted to take
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The fact that 30% of Haddonfield students do not take the AP test but receive
full AP course weighting for taking a first-year college course is overall unfair.
With the AP weighting in Haddonfield being 12 ‘extra’ weighted points added
to the GPA and the accelerated courses in Haddonfield being weighted at 8
‘extra’ points, the BOE is changing the AP course weighting to 10-points with a
2-point bonus for taking the test as per the College Board design. The 4-point
interval between advanced course weight and AP course weight is too great. It
was placed there to increase student GPA’s to make our students more
attractive to colleges but colleges can’t understand the myriad of course
weighting systems in all US high schools and basically don’t really look at GPA.
They look heavily at courses taken and the grades received in those courses
THEN convert those grades into their own grading system for comparison
purposes.
If we, as a district, are serious about future academic success for our collegebound students & the future of our prestigious high school program then we as
a district must insure academic integrity of all courses in the course catalogue.

