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English Language Arts
01



The New Jersey Student Learning Assessment for English Language Arts (NJSLA-ELA) measures a 
student's ability to read, analyze, and write at a grade-level. Students read and analyze passages 
from authentic fiction and nonfiction texts. The ELA assessments emphasize the importance of 
close reading, synthesizing ideas within and across texts, determining the meaning of words and 
phrases in context, and writing effectively when using and/or analyzing sources.

● The NJSLA-ELA is administered over two days, with a total testing time of 150 minutes for 
grade 3 and 180 minutes in all other grades.

● Subscores are reported for the following areas:
○ Reading - Informational Text
○ Reading - Literary Text
○ Reading - Vocabulary
○ Writing - Conventions
○ Writing - Expression

● Scale scores are used to report student performance for the NJSLA and range from 
650-850 for all grade levels. 

● Based on test results, a student’s performance is categorized into a specific performance 
level. There are five performance levels from Not Meeting to Exceeding.

NJSLA ELA Overview



● HSD far exceeds state average
● Smallest gap in 7th grade

2024 NJSLA ELA
HSD vs. State

Goal
Grade

# of 
students 

tested

Not Meeting 
Expectations

Partially Meeting 
Expectations

Approaching 
Expectations

Meeting 
Expectations

Exceeding 
Expectations

Meeting/Exceedin
g Expectations

District State District State District State District State District State District State

3 213 2% 20% 6% 15% 16% 21% 62% 37% 14% 6% 76% 44%

4 196 2% 13% 4% 14% 11% 22% 40% 35% 43% 16% 83% 51%

5 200 3% 13% 2% 14% 9% 21% 49% 40% 38% 12% 87% 52%

6 205 2% 11% 3% 14% 10% 22% 38% 37% 47% 16% 85% 53%

7 220 2% 13% 2% 12% 8% 21% 42% 32% 47% 22% 88% 54%

8 193 0% 14% 3% 14% 12% 20% 46% 35% 40% 18% 86% 53%

9 193 1% 13% 5% 13% 7% 17% 38% 35% 49% 22% 87% 58%



NJSLA ELA: % Meeting/Exceeding
HSD vs. State
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NJSLA ELA: % Meeting/Exceeding
HSD 2022-2024 (same grade, different students)
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NJSLA ELA: % Meeting/Exceeding
HSD 2022-2024 (same students, different grade)
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NJSLA ELA: % Meeting/Exceeding
HSD vs. DFG J
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MATH



NJSLA Math Overview
The New Jersey Student Learning Assessment for Mathematics (NJSLA-M) measures student 
proficiency with grade or course level skills, knowledge, practices, and concepts that are critical 
to college and career readiness. On each assessment, students will face a mixture of objective 
items assessing content and practice and constructed-response items requiring the application 
of grade or course appropriate reasoning and modeling.

● The NJSLA-M is administered over two days (HS) three days days (grades 3-8), with a total 
testing time of 180 minutes for all grades.

● Every mathematics grade and end-of-course NJSLA will have a mix of Type I, II, and III 
items.
○ Type I: Forced answer
○ Type II: Student-generated answer items that assess Mathematical Reasoning
○ Type III: Student-generated answer items that assess Mathematical Modeling 

Processes

● Scale scores are used to report student performance for the NJSLA and range from 
650-850 for all grade levels. 

● Student performance is categorized into one of five performance levels ranging from Not 
Meeting Expectations to Exceeding Expectations.



Goal

2023 NJSLA Math (by course)
HSD vs. State

Grade 
or 

Course

# of 
student
s tested

Not Meeting 
Expectations

Partially Meeting 
Expectations

Approaching 
Expectations

Meeting 
Expectations

Exceeding 
Expectations

Meeting/Exceedin
g Expectations

District State District State District State District State District State District State

3 214 1% 12% 3% 16% 13% 25% 57% 35% 28% 13% 84% 48%

4 198 2% 12% 5% 19% 11% 25% 70% 38% 12% 8% 82% 45%

5 202 1% 12% 3% 22% 20% 25% 53% 31% 24% 9% 77% 40%

6 207 2% 14% 7% 24% 21% 26% 58% 29% 13% 7% 71% 36%

Math 7 198 2% 11% 6% 24% 26% 28% 57% 31% 10% 7% 67% 38%

Math 8 88 8% 30% 21% 29% 37% 22% 41% 18% 3% 2% 44% 20%

Algebra 
I 234 2% 17% 5% 21% 13% 22% 72% 36% 8% 4% 80% 40%



Goal

NJSLA Math: % Meeting/Exceeding
HSD vs. State
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Goal

NJSLA Math: % Meeting/Exceeding
HSD 2022-2024

(same grade, different students)
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Goal

NJSLA Math: % Meeting/Exceeding
HSD vs. DFG J
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SCIENCE



NJSLA Science Overview
The New Jersey Student Learning Assessment for Science (NJSLA-S) is designed to measure 
student proficiency in the knowledge specified by the NJSLS-Science grade band standards and 
students’ ability to utilize the science and engineering practices to explain scientific phenomena 
appropriately. It focuses on the application of science knowledge and skills rather than 
memorization of content.

● The NJSLA-S is administered as a federal requirement in grades 5, 8, and 11.

● Students take the assessment over two days, with a total testing time of 180 minutes for 
grades 5 and 8 and 240 minutes for grade 11.

● The NJSLA-S contains a mix of forced response and constructed-response questions.
○ Forced response questions include multiple choice, drag-and-drop, inline choice, etc.

○ Constructed-response questions: These questions require students to write long 
responses to express how they can use scientific and engineering practices

● Scale scores are used to report student performance for the NJSLA and range from 100 to 
300 for all grades.

● Student performance is categorized into one of five performance levels ranging from 
Minimal Proficiency to Advanced Proficiency.



Goal

2023 NJSLA Science
HSD vs. State

Grade
# of 

students

Minimal Limited Proficient Advanced
Proficient/Advance

d

District State District State District State District State District State

5 201 9% 35% 32% 37% 45% 21% 14% 6% 59% 28%

8 193 13% 36% 63% 45% 20% 14% 4% 5% 24% 19%

11 215 22% 45% 23% 27% 33% 19% 23% 9% 55% 28%



Goal
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Goal

NJSLA Science: % Proficient/Advanced
HSD 2022-2024
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Goal
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DLM & WIDA



DLM

● The Dynamic Learning Maps® (DLM®) assessment is a collection of short testlets that measure the 
academic achievement of students with the most significant cognitive disabilities in grades 3 through 8. 

● These assessments are based on the Essential Elements. The NJ Essential Elements are 
grade-level-specific expectations related to standards for students in the general population. It is a tiered 
assessment driven by individual student responses and accuracy. The DLM is a tiered assessment 
dependent on student performance based on the Essential Elements. Each digital testlet is released 
individually for ELA, math, and science through the testing portal.

● When considering special education students for the DLM Alternate Assessment, we must consider the 
following criteria. At the student’s IEP meeting, the team completes the criteria survey to determine if the 
DLM assessment is appropriate for the upcoming school year.



DLM

● DLM student score reports provide results related to a student’s overall performance level for the 
subject and for the related Essential Elements. Student results are reported using the four 
performance levels:

●Emerging
●Approaching the Target
●At Target
●Advanced

● The number of students for reporting assessment results is a minimum of 10 to protect student 
privacy.

● We had fewer than 10 students take the DLM assessment.
● While administrators and teaching staff with an educational interest in the tested students have 

access, the numbers will not be reported publicly. 



World class Instructional Design and 
Assessment (WIDA): ACCESS Test results

● To comply with federal regulations implementing ESSA, all school 
districts in New Jersey were required to administer the WIDA 
ACCESS language proficiency assessment to all Multilingual 
Learners (MLs)  in grades K–12 in the spring of 2024.

● Results from the ACCESS for ELLs test administration are used in 
the calculation of schools’ and districts’ performance on the 
Progress to English Language Proficiency (ELP) indicator for ESSA 
school accountability, as well as help to determine continued 
eligibility as an ML Learner. 

● Students earn a total score between 1 (Entering) and 6 (Reaching), 
with the eligibility cut score set at 4.5

● Based on the results, an individualized support plan is developed, 
including weekly during/after school support. 

● HSD works with a ML Consultant to provide consultation to teachers 
implementing the support plan, as well as PD to general education 
teachers. 



2023-24 WIDA Access summary 
results

● The number of students for reporting assessment results is 
a minimum of 10 to protect student privacy.

● We had less than 10 students take the WIDA ACCESS 
assessment.

● While administrators and teaching staff with an educational 
interest in the tested students have access, the numbers 
will not be reported publicly. 



APPENDIX
NJSLA Subgroups



Proficiency by Race



Proficiency by Race



Proficiency by Race



Proficiency by Gender



Proficiency by Gender



Proficiency by Gender



Proficiency by Program



Proficiency by Program



Proficiency by Program



Questions for Further Analysis

● What factors influenced the improved ELA scores in 7th grade and with the 
cohort that transitioned from 7th to 8th?

● What factors contributed to the dramatic success in 5th grade ELA at Central 
School?

● What factors led to higher than typical Algebra I scores in high school?

● What factors may contribute to the drop in math scores from 5th to 6th grade?

● What factors contribute to the higher scores in 5th and 11th grade science 
over 8th grade?


