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The pages below contain a
comprehensive version of the

rubric with specific 
explanations

and extended descriptions for
Grade K

Detailed Explanation of Standards

Speaking and Listening: Asks and answers questions to seek help,
get information or clarify something that he/she does not understand (SL.K.3.)

Marking
Period

1 2

3 Student is independently beginning to ask and answer questions to gain information or seek
clarification

2 Student sometimes responds when prompted to ask and answer questions to gain information
or seek clarification

1 Student rarely responds to teacher prompting to ask and/or answer questions to gain
information or seek clarification

E Student consistently and independently answers and formulates questions to gain
information. Student initiates question to seek clarification
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Speaking and Listening: Describes familiar people, places, things and events with
details (SL.K.4.)

Marking
Period

1 2

3 Student can describe familiar people, places, things and events when participating in
collaborative conversations with peers and adults in small and larger groups

2 With support and teacher prompting, student can describe familiar people, places, things,
and events when participating in collaborative conversations with peers and adults in small
and larger groups

1 With substantial prompting and support, student has difficulty describing familiar people,
places, things, and events when participating in collaborative conversations with peers and
adults in small and larger groups

E Student consistently and independently describes familiar people, places, things, and events
and includes additional details when participating in collaborative conversations with peers
and adults in small and larger groups

Reading Foundational Skills: Identifies all Lowercase letters (L.RF.K.1) Marking
Period

1 2

3 Student can identify all of the lowercase letters taught to date

2 Student can identifymore than half of the lowercase letters taught to date

1 Student can identify less than half of the lowercase letters taught to date

E N/A

Reading Foundational Skills: Identifies all Uppercase letters (L.RF.K.1) Marking
Period

1 2

3 Student can identify all uppercase letters taught to date

2 Student can identifymore than half of the uppercase letters taught to date

1 Student can identify less than half of the uppercase letters taught to date

E N/A
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Reading Foundational Skills: Reads from left to right andmatches one written
word to one spoken word (L.RF.K.1.)

Marking
Period

1 2

3 Student regularly reads from left to right and matches one written word to one spoken
word

2 With support, student reads from left to right and matches one written word to one
spoken word

1 With substantial prompting and support, student has difficulty reading from left to
right and matching one written word to one spoken word

E Student consistently and independently reads from left to right and matches one written
word to one spoken word, applying this skill to a variety of print materials

Reading Foundational Skills: Recognizes and produces rhyming words (L.RF.K.2.) Marking
Period

1 2

3 Student independently recognizes and produces rhyming words

2 With support, student can occasionally recognize and produce rhyming words

1 With substantial prompting and support, student has difficulty recognizing and producing
rhyming words

E Student consistently and independently recognizes and produces rhyming words; student
also applies knowledge of rhyme to other reading or writing tasks

Reading Foundational Skills: Count, pronounce, blend, and segment syllables in
spoken words. (L.RF.K.2.)

Marking
Period

1 2

3 Student can pronounce and segment all syllables in spoke words

2 Student can pronounce and segmentmore than half of syllables in spoken words

1 Student can pronounce and segment less than half of syllables in spoken words

E N/A

Reading Foundational Skills: Read high-frequency words and grade level irregular Marking
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words with automaticity. (L.RF.K.3) Period

1 2

3 Student can fluently read all Kindergarten high frequency words taught to date

2 Student can fluently readmore than half of the Kindergarten high frequency words taught to
date

1 Student can fluently read less than half of the Kindergarten high frequency words taught to
date

E Student can fluently read all Kindergarten high frequency words, both in isolation and within
context; Student is also showing evidence of high frequency word knowledge in writing

Reading Foundational Skills: Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-one letter-sound
correspondences by producing many of the most frequently used sounds of each

consonant. (L.RF.K.3)

Marking
Period

1 2

3 Student regularly demonstrates basic knowledge of one-to-one letter-sound correspondences by
producing many of the most frequently used sounds of each consonant.

2 Student, with prompting and support, demonstrates basic knowledge of one-to-one letter-sound
correspondences by producing many of the most frequently used sounds of each consonant.

1 Student rarely, with prompting and support, demonstrates basic knowledge of one-to-one
letter-sound correspondences by producing many of the most frequently used sounds of each
consonant.

E N/A

Reading Foundational Skills: Read emergent-reader texts (decodable texts, including
words with one-to-one letter-sound correspondences) orally with sufficient decoding

accuracy to support comprehension. (L.RF.K.4.)

Marking
Period

1 2

3 Student regularly reads texts orally with sufficient decoding accuracy to support
comprehension.

2 With support, the student regularly reads texts orally with sufficient decoding accuracy to
support comprehension.

1 With substantial prompting and support, student regularly reads texts orally with
sufficient decoding accuracy to support comprehension.

E Student consistently and independently reads above grade level texts orally with
sufficient decoding accuracy to support comprehension.
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Speaking and Listening: Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse
partners about kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger

groups. (SL.PE.K.1.)

Marking
Period

1 2

3 Student regularly collaborates in conversations with a variety of partners in small and
large groups.

2 Student collaborates sometimes when prompted in conversations with a variety of
partners in small and large groups.

1 Student rarely collaborates in conversations with a variety of partners in small and large
groups.

E N/A

Language Foundational Skills: Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs. (L.KL.K.1.) Marking
Period

1 2

3 Student regularly uses frequently occurring nouns and verbs

2 Student sometimes uses frequently occurring nouns and verbs

1 Student rarely uses frequently occurring nouns and verbs

E Student consistently and independently uses frequently occurring nouns and verbs

Language Foundational Skills: Form regular plural nouns orally by adding -s or -es
(e.g., dog, dogs; wish, wishes). (L.KL.K.1.)

Marking
Period

1 2

3 Student is consistently using and forming regular plural nouns orally by adding by adding -s
or -es

2 Student sometimes forms regular plural nouns orally by adding by adding -s or -es

1 Student rarely forms regular plural nouns orally by adding by adding -s or -es

E N/A
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Language Foundational Skills: Understand and use question words (interrogatives)
(e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how). (L.KL.K.1.)

Marking
Period

1 2

3 Student regularly and independently uses question words

2 Student sometimes uses and understands question words independently

1 Student is beginning to use and understand question words when prompted

E N/A

Vocabulary: Use the most frequently occurring affixes (e.g., -ed, -s, -ing) as a clue to
the meaning of an unknown word. (L.VL.K.2.)

Marking
Period

1 2

3 Student frequently and successfully uses the most frequently occurring affixes as a clue to
the meaning of an unknown word

2 Student sometimes uses the most frequently occurring affixes as a clue to the meaning of
an unknown word without being prompted by teacher

1 Student is beginning to use the most frequently occurring affixes as a clue to the meaning
of an unknown word when prompted

E Student independently and successfully uses the most frequently occurring affixes as a
clue to the meaning of an unknown word

Vocabulary: Demonstrate understanding of frequently occurring verbs and
adjectives by relating them to their opposites (antonyms). (L.VI.K.3.)

Marking
Period

1 2

3 Student regularly demonstrates an understanding of frequently occurring verbs and
adjectives by relating them to their opposites

2 Student sometimes demonstrates an understanding of frequently occurring verbs and
adjectives by relating them to their opposites

1 Student is beginning to demonstrates an understanding of frequently occurring verbs
and adjectives by relating them to their opposites when prompted.

E Student consistently and independently demonstrates an understanding of frequently
occurring verbs and adjectives by relating them to their opposites
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Close Reading of Text: With prompting and support, ask and answer questions
about key details in a literary text (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how).

(RL.CR.K.1.)

Marking
Period

1 2

3 Student consistently, with prompting and support, asks and answers questions about
key details in a literary text

2 Student sometimes, with prompting and support, asks and answers questions about key
details in a literary text

1 Student rarely, with prompting and support, asks and answers questions about key
details in a literary text

E Student frequently and independently asks and answers questions about key details in a
literary text

Close Reading of Text: With prompting and support, ask and answer questions
about key details in an informational text (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how).

(RI.CR.K.1.)

Marking
Period

1 2

3 Student consistently, with prompting and support, asks and answers questions about
key details in an informative text

2 Student sometimes, with prompting and support, asks and answers questions about key
details in an informative text

1 Student rarely, with prompting and support, asks and answers questions about key
details in an informative text

E Student frequently and independently asks and answers questions about key details in
an informative text

Central Ideas and Themes of Texts: With prompting and support, identify the
central message and retell familiar literary texts, including key details (e.g., who,

what, where, when, why, how). (RL.CI.K.2.)

Marking
Period

1 2

3 Student regularly, with prompting and support, identifies the central message and
retells familiar literary texts, including key details

2 Student sometimes, with prompting and support, identifies the central message and
retells familiar literary texts, including key details

1 Student rarely, with prompting and support, identifies the central message and retells
familiar literary texts, including key details
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E Student consistently and independently identifies the central message and retells
familiar literary texts, including key details

Central Ideas and Themes of Texts: With prompting and support, identify the
main topic and key details of an informational text (e.g., who, what, where, when,

why, how). (RI.CI.K.2.)

Marking
Period

1 2

3 Student regularly, with prompting and support, identifies the main topic and key
details of an informational text

2 Student sometimes, with prompting and support, identifies the main topic and key
details of an informational text

1 Student rarely, with prompting and support, identifies the main topic and key details of
an informational text

E Student consistently and independently identifies the main topic and key details of an
informational text

Interactions Among Text Elements: With prompting and support, identify
characters, settings, andmajor events in a story. (RL.IT.K.3.)

Marking
Period

1 2

3 Student regularly, with prompting and support, identifies characters, settings, and
major events in a story.

2 Student sometimes, with prompting and support, identifies characters, settings, and
major events in a story.

1 Student rarely, with prompting and support, identifies characters, settings, and major
events in a story.

E Student consistently and independently identifies characters, settings, and major
events in a story.

Interactions Among Text Elements: With prompting and support, describe the
connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a

text. (RI.IT.K.3.)

Marking
Period

1 2

3 Student regularly, with prompting and support, describes the connection between two
individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text.
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2 Student sometimes, with prompting and support, describes the connection between two
individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text.

1 Student rarely, with prompting and support, describes the connection between two
individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text.

E Student consistently and independently describes the connection between two
individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text.

Analysis of an Argument: With prompting and support, identify the reasons an
author gives to support points in a text. (RI.AA.K.7.)

Marking
Period

1 2

3 Student consistently, with prompting and support, identifies the reasons an author
gives to support points in a text

2 Student sometimes, with prompting and support, identifies the reasons an author gives
to support points in a text

1 Student rarely, with prompting and support, identifies the reasons an author gives to
support points in a text

E Student consistently and independently, identifies the reasons an author gives to
support points in a text

Comparison of Texts: With prompting and support, identify basic similarities in
and differences between two literary texts on the same topic (e.g., characters,

experiences, illustrations, descriptions, or procedures). (RL.CT.K.8.)

Marking
Period

1 2

3 Student regularly, with prompting and support, identifies basic similarities in and
differences between two literary texts on the same topic

2 Student sometimes, with prompting and support, identifies basic similarities in and
differences between two literary texts on the same topic

1 Student rarely, with prompting and support, identifies basic similarities in and
differences between two literary texts on the same topic

E Student consistently and independently identifies basic similarities in and differences
between two literary texts on the same topic
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Comparison of Texts: With prompting and support, identify basic similarities in
and differences between two informational texts on the same topic (e.g.,

characters, experiences, illustrations, descriptions, or procedures). (RI.CT.K.8.)

Marking
Period

1 2

3 Student regularly, with prompting and support, identifies basic similarities in and
differences between two informational texts on the same topic

2 Student sometimes, with prompting and support, identifies basic similarities in and
differences between two informational texts on the same topic

1 Student rarely, with prompting and support, identifies basic similarities in and
differences between two informational texts on the same topic

E Student consistently and independently identifies basic similarities in and differences
between two informational texts on the same topic

Writing: Uses a combination of drawing and writing to express ideas for a given type
of writing (W.AW.K.1., W.IW.K.2., W.NW.K.3.)

Marking
Period

1 2

3 Student is able to express ideas using a combination of drawing and writing using both
phonetically spelled words and high frequency words

2 With support, student is able to express ideas using a combination of drawing and writing
using both phonetically spelled words and high frequency words

1 With substantial prompting and support, student is sometimes able to express ideas using
drawing and writing using both phonetically spelled words and high frequency words

E Student consistently and independently uses a combination of drawing and writing to
express ideas across a wide variety of writing tasks.

Informative and ExplanatoryWriting: Introduce and develop a topic with at least two
facts or other information and examples related to the topic, including pictures.

(W.IW.K.2.)

Marking
Period

1 2

3 Student can introduce and develop a topic with at least two facts or other information and
examples related to the topic, including pictures.

2 With support, student can introduce and develop a topic with at least two facts or other
information and examples related to the topic, including pictures.

1 With substantial prompting and support, student can introduce and develop a topic with
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at least two facts or other information and examples related to the topic, including pictures.

E Student consistently and independently can introduce and develop a topic with at least
two or more facts or other information and examples related to the topic, including pictures.

Sentence Composition: Capitalize the first word in a sentence, capitalize proper
names, and include spaces between words. (L.WF.K.3)

Marking
Period

1 2

3 Student is capitalizing the first word in a sentence, proper nouns, and includes spaces between
words.

2 With support, Student is capitalizing the first word in a sentence, proper nouns, and includes
spaces between words.

1 With substantial prompting and support, student has difficulty capitalizing the first word in
a sentence, proper nouns, and includes spaces between words.

E Student consistently and independently capitalizes the first word in a sentence, proper
nouns, and includes spaces between words, and begins to follow other capitalization rules as
well.

Sentence Composition: Writes simple sentences. (L.WF.K.3) Marking
Period

1 2

3 Student independently writes simple sentences.

2 With support, student writes simple sentences.

1 With substantial prompting and support, student writes simple sentences.

E Student consistently and independently writes simple sentences above a kindergarten
level.

Sentence Composition: Use end punctuation. (L.WF.K.3) Marking
Period
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1 2

3 Student independently uses end punctuation.

2 With support, student uses end punctuation.

1 With substantial prompting and support, student uses end punctuation.

E Student consistently and independently uses a variety of end punctuation.

Spelling: Spell VC (vowel-consonant) [at, in] and CVC [pet, mud] words with short
vowel sounds. (L.WF.K.2)

Marking
Period

1 2

3 Student independently spells VC and CVC words with short vowel sounds.

2 With support, spells VC and CVC words with short vowel sounds.

1 With substantial prompting and support, spells VC and CVC words with short vowel
sounds.

E Student consistently and independently spells advanced VC and CVC words with short
vowel sounds.

Counting and Cardinality: Identifies all Numbers 0-20 (K.CC.A.1, K.CC.A.3 ) Marking
Period

1 2

3 Student accurately identifies all numbers 0-20

2 Student identifiesmore than half of the numbers 0-20

1 Student identifies less than half of the numbers 0-20

E Student consistently and independently identifies all numbers 0-100

Counting and Cardinality: Writes all Numbers 0-20 (K.CC.A.3 ) Marking
Period
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1 2

3 Student accurately writes all numbers 0-20

2 Student writesmore than half of the numbers 0-20

1 Student writes less than half of the numbers 0-20

E Student consistently and independently writes all numbers 0-100

Counting and Cardinality: Compares numbers represented as a group of objects and
numerals using greater than, less than, and equal to (K.CC.C.6, K.CC.C.7 )

Marking
Period

1 2

3 Student accurately compares the number of objects in two groups up to 10 and compares two
numerals up to 10

2 With prompting, student inconsistently compares the number of objects in two groups up to 10
and compares two numerals up to 10

1 With substantial prompting and support, student has difficulty comparing the number of
objects in two groups up to 10 and comparing two numerals up to 10

E Student consistently and independently compares the number of objects in two groups up to
100 and compares two numerals up to 100

Counting and Cardinality: Counts to 100 by ones and by tens (K.CC.A.1) Marking
Period

1 2

3 Student accurately counts to 100 by ones and by tens.

2 Student accurately counts between 30 and 70 by ones and by tens.

1 Student accurately counts between 0 and 30 by ones and by tens.

E The student consistently and independently counts beyond 100 by ones and by tens.

Counting and Cardinality: Counts forward beginning with a given number (K.CC.A.2) Marking
Period

1 2
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3 Student accurately counts forward from any number other than one to 100

2 With support, student counts forward from any number other than one to 100

1 With consistent prompting and support student has difficulty counting forward from any
number other than one to 100

E Student consistently and independently counts forward from any number other than one to
120

Counting and Cardinality: Counts to tell the number of objects up to 20 (K.CC.B.5) Marking
Period

1 2

3 Student accurately counts a group of objects up to 20 to answer “how many?”

2 With support, student counts a group of objects up to 20 to answer “how many?”

1 With consistent prompting and support student has difficulty counting a group of objects
up to 20 to answer “how many?” with teacher prompting and support

E Student consistently and independently counts a group of objects up to 100 to answer “how
many?”

Operations and Algebraic Thinking: Uses addition and subtraction within 10 to solve
word problems using models (K.OA.A.2)

Marking
Period

1 2

3 Student accurately solves word problems within 10 using objects, mental images, fingers or
drawings

2 With support, student solves word problems within 10 using objects, mental images, fingers or
drawings

1 With substantial prompting and support, student has difficulty solving word problems
within 10 using objects, mental images, fingers or drawings

E Student consistently and independently solves word problems with numbers greater than 20
using objects, mental images, fingers or drawings

Operations and Algebraic Thinking: Adds fluently within 5 (K.OA.A.5) Marking



22

Period

1 2

3 Student consistently and independently adds fluently within 5

2 With support, student adds fluently within 5

1 With substantial prompting and support, student has difficulty adding fluently
within 5

E Student consistently and independently adds fluently within 10

Operations and Algebraic Thinking: Subtracts fluently within 5 (K.OA.A.5) Marking
Period

1 2

3 Student subtracts fluently within 5

2 With support, student subtracts fluently within 5

1 With substantial prompting and support, student has difficulty subtracting fluently within 5

E Student consistently and independently subtracts fluently within 10

Numbers and Operations in Base 10: Represents and breaks apart numbers between 11
and 19 by using models to show 10s and 1s (K.NBT.A.1)

Marking
Period

1 2

3 Student accurately represents and breaks apart numbers from 11-19 as a ten and ones using
objects, drawings, or equations (e.g. 18=10 + 8)

2 With support, student represents and breaks apart numbers from 11-19 as a ten and ones using
objects, drawings, or equations

1 With substantial prompting and support, student has difficulty representing and breaking
apart numbers from 11-19 as a ten and ones using objects, drawings, or equations

E Student consistently and independently represents and breaks apart numbers to 99 as tens
and ones using objects, drawings, or equations

Measurement and Data: Describes and compares measurable attributes of objects Marking
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using heavier/lighter, longer/shorter, taller/shorter, etc (K.M.A.1, K.M.A.2) Period

1 2

3 Student consistently and independently compare attributes of objects

2 With support, student compares attributes of objects

1 With substantial prompting and support, student has difficulty comparing attributes of
objects.

E N/A

Data Literacy: Classifies objects into categories based on various attributes (K.DL.A.1) Marking
Period

1 2

3 Student consistently and independently classifies objects

2 With support, student classifies objects

1 With substantial prompting and support, student has difficulty classifying objects

E N/A

Geometry: Compares and contrasts attributes of 2D and 3D shapes (K.G.B) Marking
Period

1 2

3 Student accurately uses informal language to compare 2-D and 3-D shapes (# of sides, corners,
etc.)

2 With support, student uses informal language to compare 2D and 3D shapes

1 With substantial prompting and support, student has difficulty using informal language to
compare 2D and 3D shapes

E N/A

Fine Motor Skills: Pencil Grip Marking
Period
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1 2

3 Student consistently and independently uses a developmentally appropriate pencil grip

2 With support, student uses a developmentally appropriate pencil grip

1 N/A

E N/A

Geometry: Identifies 2D shapes (K.G.A) Marking
Period

1 2

3 Student consistently and independently identifies circles, squares, triangles, rectangles, and
hexagons.

2 Student can identifymore than half of the above 2-D shapes

1 Student can identify less than half of the above 2-D shapes

E N/A

Geometry: Identifies 3D shapes (K.G.A) Marking
Period

1 2

3 Student consistently and independently identifies spheres, cones, cubes, and cylinders.

Fine Motor Skills: Cutting Marking
Period

1 2

3 Student consistently and independently demonstrates developmentally appropriate control of
scissors

2 With support, student demonstrates developmentally appropriate control of scissors

1 With substantial prompting and support, student has difficulty demonstrating
developmentally appropriate control of scissors

E N/A
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2 Student can identifymore than half of the above 3-D shapes.

1 Student can identify less than half of all the above 3-D shapes.

E N/A


